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Gouverneur

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT Gouverneur Central School District
133 East Barney Street
Gouverneur, NY 13642

315-287-4870

Greetings to all Wildcat parents, families, scholars and employees:

Let me begin by stating the obvious — | never thought | would be tasked with opening school and creating
an educational plan during a pandemic. In all the conversations to begin establishing our structure for next
year, it is so very important for everyone to know and accept that our guiding principle will not waiver, our
decisions will be based on keeping all people safe. This is a tall order and will create situations that are
inconvenient and may not meet the exact needs of all families. In balancing all the needs and external
constraints, | would ask that people keep in mind this thought, “They did the best they could with the
information, resources and demands they had at the time the decision had to be made.” Our plan is a living
document, and if we are faced with new information we will adjust accordingly.

We are building the foundation of our program on guidelines, rules, expectations and demands that
fluctuate on a frequent basis. The only constant we have is change! We have one guiding principle;
keeping everyone safe while adhering to all Executive Orders, New York State Department of Health
Orders, and New York State Department of Education Standards.

We worry about the health and well-being of our students, families, teachers and staff. We also understand that
our school is critically important for the emotional, social and intellectual development of our scholars and the
stability and support our programs provide for our families and in particular our working families.

A survey will go out asking about choices each family will have to make as it relates to transportation, internet
access, childcare and much more. Please take the time to complete any survey that comes to you as it will provide
valuable direct feedback that will impact our planning over the next four weeks.

We will make a decision, a choice that will most likely be debated by many. Once we know what the
regional numbers tell Governor Cuomo, he will make a decision on whether we can proceed with one of
our plans. We will continue to work tirelessly to create the safest environment possible for everyone.
Things will be different this coming year but there is always one constant, we will do everything we can for
our Gouverneur Wildcats! We are a family.

Take care, stay safe and be well!

Sincerely,

> Henct

Lauren F. French
Superintendent of Schools
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